Training on Sustainable Forest
Management to

Community Forest Users Group
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Context:

Community forests play a crucial role in sustainable forest management and conservation. These
forests are often managed by local communities who have an assigned interest in their well-being
and are responsible for making decisions regarding their use and protection. To empower
community forest users with the necessary knowledge and skills for effective forest management,
a modular training program on forest management is designed.

The Sustainable Forest Management Training conducted in Sindhupalchowk and Kavre was a
pivotal initiative aimed at empowering community forest users’ groups with the knowledge and
skills necessary for the effective management of their forest resources. This comprehensive
training program delved into recent legal aspects and silviculture systems, highlighting the pivotal
role and responsibilities of community members in preserving and enhancing their forest
ecosystems.

Forests in the Sindhupalchowk and Kavre regions hold immense ecological, economic, and social
significance. They are vital not only for sustaining local livelihoods but also for maintaining the
overall environmental balance. Recognizing the importance of sustainable forest management in
these areas, we gathered over 60 executive members from 27 distinct community forests basically
from cluster level forest management committee, bringing together a diverse group of community
leaders, forest officers, and passionate individuals committed to safeguarding these valuable
natural assets.

Throughout this training, participants were exposed to cutting-edge information and practical
techniques that will enable them to become effective stewards of their community forests. By
combining knowledge of sustainable forest management principles, an understanding of legal
regulations, and insights into silviculture systems, this training equips community forest users
groups with the tools they need to promote healthier forests, thriving communities, and a more
sustainable future.

This report outlines the key activities and outcomes of the Sustainable Forest Management
Training, showcasing our collective commitment to responsible forest management and the
welfare of the communities dependent on these vital ecosystems. The modular training program
also aims to provide community forest users with a comprehensive understanding of forest

ecosystems, their importance, and the principles and practices of sustainable forest management.



The program will consist of multiple sessions, each focusing on specific topics and building upon

the knowledge gained in previous sessions.

Objectives:

The specific objective of the training are as follows:

e Enhance the understanding of community forest users regarding the importance of
sustainable forest management and its benefits.

e Foster participatory approaches and community engagement in decision-making processes
related to forest management and utilization of community forest resources.

e Encourage networking and collaboration among community forest users for knowledge
sharing and collective action towards sustainable forest management.

e Familiarize community forest users with the key policies, regulations and procedures

related to forest management at the national, regional, and local levels

Methodology used in training:

The training program adopted a comprehensive approach, combining theoretical and practical
sessions to provide an effective learning experience. The curriculum covered various topics,
including general context of Sustainable Forest Management, challenge and opportunity in present
context, community roles and responsibility, SFM procedure, silviculture system for distinct forest
types and current legal aspect for implementation of SFM. The training sessions consisted of

interactive presentations, group discussions, practical demonstrations, and hands-on exercises.



Participants:

The training was attended by over 60 executive members from 27 different community forests in

the Sindhupalchowk and Kavre district. Participants came from diverse backgrounds, including

local community leaders, forest officers, and interested community members.

Module:

The Training on Sustainable Forest Management to Community Forest users’ groups consists of

detailed training sessions designed to provide participants with comprehensive knowledge and

practical skills in forest management. The training sessions are structured as follows:

Day 1 (29 August 2023, Chautara & 3 September 2023, Chaubas)

Sustainable Forest Management Principles

Introduction to Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) and its importance.
Understanding the ecological, economic, and social aspects of SFM.
Identifying the role of community forest user groups in SFM.

Practical exercises on sustainable harvesting techniques.

Prospects and challenges of sustainable forest management in Nepal

Understand the importance of sustainable forest management.
Identify the key prospects and opportunities for sustainable forest management.

Address the challenges and develop strategies for sustainable forest management.

Community Engagement and Responsibility

Interactive sessions on effective community engagement and communication strategies.
Role-play scenarios to simulate community decision-making processes.

Development of action plans for community forest user groups to implement sustainable
practices.

Group discussions on the social and economic benefits of sustainable forest management.



Day 2 (30 August 2023, Chautara & 4 September 2023, Chaubas)

Forest management system and rotation age according to the species present in the area.
e Understand the rotation age and its important
e Introduction to silviculture and its significance in forest management.
e Exploring various silviculture systems, including clearcutting, shelterwood, and selection
cutting.
e Presenting case studies and examples of sustainable forest management

e Identify the appropriate rotation age for the species present in the area.
Legal and Regulatory Aspects of Sustainable Forest Management
e Overview of current legal regulations governing community forests in Nepal.

e Detailed discussions on the Community Forest Operational Plan (CFOP) and its

implementation.
e Case studies and group discussions on legal challenges and solutions.

e Clarification of the responsibilities and rights of community forest user groups.

Evaluation and Feedback:

The evaluation of the Sustainable Forest Management Training was conducted through a
combination of pre-and post-training assessments, participant feedback, and direct observation of
activities. The feedback received was overwhelmingly positive and demonstrated the impact of the

training on the participants.

Pre-and Post-Training Assessments: Participants were assessed on their knowledge and
understanding of sustainable forest management principles, legal regulations, and silviculture
systems before and after the training. The post-training assessments showed a significant

improvement in participants' comprehension of these critical topics.

Participant Feedback: Participants were encouraged to provide feedback throughout the training.
They appreciated the interactive sessions, practical exercises, and the opportunity to network with
peers from different community forests. Many participants expressed their enhanced confidence

in managing their community forests effectively.



Direct Observation: Trainers and organizers observed participants' engagement and participation
levels during the training sessions. Active participation, group discussions, and enthusiasm were

evident, indicating a high level of interest and engagement.
Achievements:
The Sustainable Forest Management Training achieved several significant milestones:

Increased Knowledge: Participants gained a deep understanding of sustainable forest
management principles, recent legal aspects, and silviculture systems, empowering them with the

knowledge necessary for responsible forest stewardship.

Empowerment: Community Forest user groups emerged from the training with a heightened
sense of empowerment and responsibility in managing their forests. They are now better equipped

to make informed decisions and implement sustainable practices.

Networking and Collaboration: The training facilitated networking and collaboration among
participants from different community forests. This strengthened the sense of community and

cooperation, which is essential for effective forest management.

Improved Confidence: Participants reported increased confidence in their ability to address

challenges related to forest management and navigate legal regulations effectively.
Conclusion:

The Sustainable Forest Management Training in Sindhupalchowk and Kavre has made significant
strides in equipping community forest user groups with the knowledge and skills needed for
sustainable forest management. By focusing on recent legal aspects, silviculture systems, and
community responsibilities, the training has laid a strong foundation for improved forest

governance and conservation efforts.

The commitment and enthusiasm demonstrated by participants throughout the training are
promising indicators of the positive impact this initiative will have on the health and sustainability
of local forest ecosystems. As these empowered community members return to their respective
forests, they carry with them the tools to make informed decisions that will benefit not only their

communities but also the environment at large.



Glimpses




